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MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
BY ADETUNBI OWOLABI
As the organization that we are, I am
pleased with our progress and pace.
And as we move forward in our
journey in line with our vision and
mission, the next couple of months
will be more productive than we have
ever been since the beginning of our
operations.
We want to appeal on getting all the
support we can get from top officials,
private individuals, organizations, and
bodies. Our journey is one that needs
moral, mental, and financial support.
We have chosen this path to make a
difference and improve the situation

in our society, and every support we can
get will be helpful.
In the face of spreading variants of the
coronavirus that not only appear more
contagious but, in some cases, more
resistant to the newly developed
vaccines, the head of the World Health
Organization said on Monday that we
have to adapt and respond.
He also shared the new evidence that
the AstraZeneca vaccine is only
minimally effective in preventing
infection, underlining the importance of

keeping up with social distancing and
other preventative measures.
Manufacturers also need to constantly
update their vaccines.
“We know viruses mutate and we know
we have to be ready to adapt vaccines
so they remain effective,” he said at the
WHO briefing. “This is what happens
with flu vaccines, which are updated
twice a year to match the dominant
strains."
Let's hope that this situation comes
under control once and for all.

(via Pexels)

TOP NEWS
FROM AROUND
THE WORLD
BY SOVENA NGETH
USA - The U.S. expects to open up
vaccination for all Americans by April,
as predicted by Dr. Anthony Fauci.
The exponential acceleration is
supported by a potential third vaccine
and government support to increase
dosages available. With this in mind,
herd immunity could be achieved by
late summer, and fully vaccinated
Americans can now skip quarantines
even if exposed to someone infected
with COVID-19, as long as two weeks
have passed since the second shot.
The CDC recommends following
guidelines, including wearing a mask,
staying 6 feet away from others, and
washing hands often. (USNews)
India - India's northern state of
Uttarakhand is employing rescue
efforts with more than 170 people
missing after a devastating flash flood.
At least 32 people were killed, and
many workers were trapped in
underground tunnels. Scientists
believe a piece of the Himalayan
glacier fell into the surrounding water
after being weakened due to freezing

and melting, an effect of climate change.
The glacier toppling down is a rare
phenomenon, but many lives will be at
stake if this occurs again. (BBC)
Myanmar - Myanmar's military chief
seized power in a coup and invited the
diplomatic corps for a briefing over
Zoom. Many countries sent deputies
and expressed condemnation of the
takeover. On February 10, anti-coup
protests persisted despite police forces
and brutality. Protestors included
Buddhist monks, medical students,
fitness enthusiasts, and many more.
Facebook has also been blocked, but the
protests have been continuing. (CBS)
China - China bans BBC, as the U.K.
bans Chinese networks. The Chinese
news administration believes BBC World
News to have violated regulations on
radio and television airings. In contrast,
the U.K. Foreign Secretary thinks this
action is an immediate ban on media
freedom. Previously, the Chinese
government censored some of BBC
content and did not allow direct
broadcasting into Chinese homes. The
Chinese government criticizes and
denies the BBC reports of Uighur and
Muslim women being subjected to rape
and torture in internment camps. (NPR)
South Korea - South Korea plans to
build the world's largest wind power
plant to lead in an environmentally-

conscious recovery from the COVID-19
pandemic. This plan's budget is 43 billion
dollars and is expected to be finished by
2030. It has the effects of planting 71
million pine trees, will provide up to
5,600 jobs, and help boost the country's
wind power capacity up to 9.8x more.
(Reuters)
Ethiopia - Ethiopia's Tigray region could
starve to death due to war. Hostilities
started in the northern area in
November and have been continuing to
this day. There is a big humanitarian
crisis in Tigray, with 3.8 million people
needing urgent assistance and tens of
thousands predicted to starve to death
without help soon. Almost 52,000
civilians are said to have been killed in
this war so far. Help is needed now.
(Independent)
DR Congo - In the Democratic Republic
of Congo, citizens have been battling
both coronavirus and Ebola outbreaks. A
second person died this week, marking
the return of the Ebola virus. Contact
tracers found 117 contacts with the
women, and the threat of a widespread
outbreak will strain the country's
healthcare system. The WHO is
providing support to national authorities
by shipping vaccines and assisting in
contact tracing. (NPR)
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IYOPS EXTRA - WEBINAR UPDATE
BY IYOPS TEAM

The Leadership and Mentorship Forum of IYOPS presents an Instagram Live session on the topic,
"Disability Isn't the End of Life."
The speaker will be Asif Ali, who is a disability life coach and a motivational speaker. The talk will be
hosted by Prathiksha Veera Anumantha Sekar, Program Director of the International Youth Organization
for Peace and Sustainability.
Event Timing: 21 February, 10:00 am (Eastern Standard Time) / 3:00 pm (Greenwich Mean Time) / 4:00
pm (West Africa Time) / 8:30 pm (Indian Standard Time) / 10:00 pm (Western Indonesia Time).
Join us through our Instagram account - (@iyops_org)!
See you on the 21st!

♥✨

To get this bi-weekly newsletter straight to your inbox, visit our website (iyops.org) and subscribe.
You can also follow us on different social media platforms like Instagram, Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter and YouTube.
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